Your name:  __Shannon Klasell   

  Date: October 18, 2007
Read with Understanding Classroom Activity Form

Planning (completed before you do the lesson):
Lesson Topic/Theme: 
 Details and descriptive language in reading and writing 
Lesson Level:  _ABE 4/5 
How did you arrive at the topic/theme?  How is this topic/theme relevant to the students? 

Students are reading & writing a variety of texts to prepare for the GED, college, and careers as well as for pleasure.  They have expressed a desire to expand their vocabulary – “how do people know all of those words”.  We decided to connect reading for detail with their desire to expand their reading AND writing vocabulary.  
Real-Life Application:
Students will read with understanding News articles, literary stories, and a thesaurus in order to understand the effect of descriptive language & detail on an author’s purpose (and vice versa) and use this knowledge to deepen understanding in reading & translate this technique to their own writing.
Implementation (completed after you do the lesson):
1.  How did you incorporate the components of the Read with Understanding standard? How did you explicitly address 2-3 of the Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs)?
	Components of the Standard
	How did the lesson help students develop understanding of the component and

the ability to apply it in real life?
	Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs) explicitly addressed
	Evaluate the TLOs you used:

Level? Effectiveness? Any changes to suggest?

	Determine the reading purpose.
	Practiced setting a specific purpose for reading
	Vocabulary: 4C2 – use a thesaurus: introduced the thesaurus in both the older format & the newer dictionary format, used it to look up words, find alternatives, spend time browsing as a group and discussing out findings.  (we got quite a few laughs out of this exercise on top of the learning.)
Comprehension: 4A5.b – determine effectiveness of the author’s use of language  to achieve purpose – we stripped both a news article and an literary story of it’s details and descriptive language.  Discussed the difference between the two types of writing and analyzed “expectations” about vocabulary based on the author’s purpose.
Comprehension: 4A1.c – identify the intended audience and the general and specific purpose of the author – see above – and we practiced this in our own writing as well. 
	Use a thesaurus: great idea for vocabulary development.  I have done it before (often) and will continue.
Determine effectiveness of author’s use of language…. – great when comparing texts.  Works well to segue into writing.

I can’t help but feel that the TLO’s are very general – and that I used them with ease because I have experience teaching.  As I reviewed them again I put myself in the place of a volunteer tutor.  From that perspective I don’t think they are as useful.  The language is very “educator-speak” oriented and I think there is the unstated assumption that the people using them are “trained faculty”.  This is not the case for the CBOs in this state (I work at one).  Our volunteers are well trained, but they do not necessarily speak “educator”.  How can we deal with this at the state level?  As an Adult Program Coordinator at a CBO I am already stretched so thin that I don’t see myself having the time or energy to re-write these documents so that our tutors can use them effectively.  

	Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.
	
	
	

	Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.


	Practice taking notes, using the dictionary and introduced using a thesaurus to aid understanding & expand vocabulary.
	
	

	Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.
	Discuss & practice comparing writing done for different audiences & that effect on the detail & descriptive language used.
	
	

	Integrate it with prior knowledge to address reading purpose.
	Thought about & discussed what we each expected a certain type of text to contain – ie, facts, descriptions, entertainment, and how that dictated what tools we would need to help with understanding.
	
	


2. What informal assessment tools did you develop/use to gather evidence of progress on specific TLOs? On being able to apply the standard in context?  Developed: teacher observation – do students turn to the thesaurus?  (so far yes)

Developed : ask students to evaluate the “audience” of a piece prior to reading.  After one month, stop reminders and ask post reading instead.

 Developed: teacher observation – are students using a variety of descriptive language in their own writing that is appropriate to their selected audience?  This will be folded into reading discussions and writers conferences with students.
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