Reading newspapers with increased appreciation
Using the WA Standards and Indicators

Lesson Origin

This lesson grew out of some class discussions about students wanting to understand more about the newspaper articles they were reading in and outside of classes.
Read with Understanding

• Determine the reading purpose.

• Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.

• Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.

• Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.

• Integrate it with prior knowledge to address reading purpose.

Show Fluency, Independence, and Ability to Perform in a Range of Settings

Adults performing at Level 6 can read and comprehend dense or multipart texts at an appropriate pace and with good comprehension to independently accomplish structured, complex reading activities in a variety of familiar and some novel settings.
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	Level 6 Performance Indicators for “Read with Understanding”
	The indicators as they look for this particular task and purpose.  
	Possible teaching activities that address the indicators and are purposeful, contextual, and build on prior knowledge.

	• Recognize and interpret abbreviations and specialized vocabulary.
	· recognize and interpret various sections of newspaper and specialized vocabulary used in journalism
	• Have student pairs generate lists of general topics they think they will find in a newspaper
• Make a compiled list, sounding out items that

students don’t know how to write.

• Students create topic cards and pairs organize the

cards into sections they be categorized under (sections of newspapers - general.) Discuss

their choices.

	• Demonstrate familiarity with everyday and some specialized content knowledge and vocabulary and with paragraph structure and document organization.
	• Demonstrate familiarity with everyday themes and some specialized newspaper content knowledge and vocabulary and with article paragraph structure and article organization.
	• Generate a list the types of things under each category that might interest them (eg. sports – game scores, business – economic situation in US)
• Discuss what they already know about how and where to find information in newspapers (from past experience).
· discuss what they already know about article structure - components

	• Locate important information, read identified sections for detail and determine missing information using a wide range of strategies.
	• Locate desired information by using sectional clues, and visuals.  Read one article for detail and determine missing information.
	• Talk about different parts of a newspaper article. Where can they find different kinds of information in which kinds of articles?

• Choose an article use title to predict questions and answers about article content.
• Read first and last paragraph and discuss which questions are still unanswered, which answers are different.

	• Monitor and enhance comprehension using a wide range of strategies, such as brainstorming and question formulation techniques.
	• Monitor and enhance comprehension using a wide range of strategies, such as brainstorming and question formulation techniques.
	• Talk about ways we check if we understand something. What do the students do?

• What strategies could we use to know if we’ve understood an article? make a list of those strategies and talk about how to implement – why some work and some don’t with some things.
• Practice these strategies in class. Together, develop a script for how to talk to about the article with others.

	• Organize and analyze information and reflect upon its meaning using a range of strategies such as classification, categorization, and comparison/contrast.
	• Organize and analyze information in the article and reflect on its cultural, personal, educational meaning using a range of strategies.
	• Go back to topics from first part and have students paraphrase in writing parts of the article that “belong” to a particular topic
· Talk about cultural differences in the article with their own culture

· Brainstorm other titles this article should/could have

· summarize into outline or paragraph form using own words.

	· Evaluate prior knowledge against new information in texts to enhance understanding of the information.
	· Evaluate prior knowledge against news in article to enhance understanding.
	· write sentences to reflect personal reaction to article meaning/information comparing prior understanding of the situation to now.
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