Your name:  ______Alina Vanica__________________________________________  Date: ______Oct 16, 2007___________
Read with Understanding Classroom Activity Form

Planning (completed before you do the lesson):
Lesson Topic/Theme: 
_____Taxes in the U.S.A.___________________________________________ Lesson Level:  ___ESL 5/High Intermediate_______
How did you arrive at the topic/theme?  How is this topic/theme relevant to the students?

Learning about taxes is a real life issue that everyone working in the U.S.A. is confronted with. At the beginning of the quarter, as part of the needs analysis, I brainstormed with the students real life topics of their interest for the reading activities. Taxes was one of the topics on the list.
Real-Life Application:
Students will read with understanding a text about taxes in the U.S.A in order to become familiar with the types of taxes in our country and to learn how the money from taxes is spent.
Implementation (completed after you do the lesson):
1.  How did you incorporate the components of the Read with Understanding standard? How did you explicitly address 2-3 of the Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs)?
	Components of the Standard
	How did the lesson help students develop understanding of the component and

the ability to apply it in real life?
	Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs) explicitly addressed
	Evaluate the TLOs you used:

Level? Effectiveness? Any changes to suggest?

	Determine the reading purpose.
	1. Needs analysis at the beginning of the quarter based on brainstorming real-life topics of interest for the students
 2. Discussion around reasons for learning about taxes in the U.S.A. How can learning about taxes help us in real life?
3. Students come up with a list of questions that they would like to be answered in the reading text. I write them on the board.
· What happens if we don’t pay taxes? 

· How can we lower the taxes?

· What’s the age when we stop paying taxes? 

· Why do we have to pay taxes? 

· What kind of taxes do we have to pay? 

· Who is exempt from paying taxes?

4. For background building, students have to complete a short quiz and decide whether the statements about taxes in the questionnaire are true or false. (At the end of the class, they repeat the questionnaire in order to be able to find the correct answers.) The instructor interferes only the second time, to make sure they have the correct answers.
	Comprehension

5A1 Read texts for real-life purposes

Students are able to:

· seek out texts to meet personal goals

· determine general purpose for reading

5A2 Apply prior knowledge to support comprehension

5A4 Attend to text format/features and common organizational structures to understand simple documents and simple informational and literary texts
Students are able to:

· apply knowledge of simple paragraph structures common to informational text to identify stated main ideas and the details that support those ideas.

· recognize simple signal words that help organize text

5A3 Monitor and enhance comprehension by drawing from a store of strategies and combining 2 or 3

Students are able to:

adjust reading pace

· use simple text markings

· repeat reading certain paragraphs

5A4 Attend to text format/features and common organizational structures to understand simple documents and simple informational and literary texts

Students are able to:

· apply knowledge of simple paragraph structures common to informational text to identify stated main ideas and the details that support those ideas.

5A6 Extend, revise, and /or re-organize prior knowledge to address reading purpose

Students are able to:

· act on information provided in the text
· make connections between the text and personal experience, the text and the larger 
community

· articulate orally the impact of a text on own views and ideas

Vocabulary

5C1 Understand meanings of words/phrases commonly found in simple everyday texts and recognize simple relationships between words

Students are able to:

· know common meanings of words found across everyday texts

· know simple meanings of roots and affixes

5C2 Draw from a store of strategies to discern the meanings of unfamiliar words found in texts

Students are able to:

· use embedded context clues

Vocabulary

5C1 Understand meanings of words/phrases commonly found in simple everyday texts and recognize simple relationships between words

Students are able to:

· recognize relationships between some words (e.g., synonyms)


	The TLOs that I incorporated in the lesson were appropriate for the students’ level
I couldn’t use the 5A5 TLO for level 5 that is related to analyzing and interpreting meanings in simple informational texts, although my component of standard # 4 (Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning) is the largest section.

· It seems that none of the content examples of that TLO could fit in my lesson.

	Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.
	Students have to find the main ideas in the paragraphs.
· As usual, for a RWU activity with new students, I discuss reading strategies appropriate for the purpose of reading before starting reading the next text. 
· I ask them how they would read a new text if they had to do it on their own. I ask them how they read for finding main ideas in paragraphs. I also discuss strategies for monitoring comprehension.
· I write the most important strategies for finding main ideas on the board. (e.g.,: find the topic sentence in each paragraph, identify key words, stop after each paragraph, repeat reading for difficult paragraphs, etc.)

	
	

	Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.


	As I mentioned above, I discuss strategies for monitoring reading prior to starting reading the text.
	
	

	Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.
	Discussion around content and vocabulary.
Content: 
1. Students identify the main ideas in the text

based on individual work. Then we discuss the correct answers.
2. We read the students’ questions stated at the onset of the class and find out which ones can be answered based on the information provided by the text.

3. We discuss ways and resources for answering the questions with no answers after reading the text (e.g., IRS website, IRS phone number, the HR department at work, the Employment Resource Center at the college, etc.)

4. Students do a reading comprehension exercise based on completing sentences about the text with the correct information (multiple choice type of exercise).

5. I write a diagram on the board that includes the main information in the text based on student output to summarize the main points
6. Students work individually to fill out information in an outline including the main ideas of the text
7. Students perform a group activity called “Think About It”, in which they discuss their opinion regarding taxes in the U.S., advantages and disadvantages of high taxes; then, they compare the tax system in the U.S. to the tax system in their countries.
Vocabulary 

1. Students make a list of new words from the text.
2. We discuss strategies to find the meaning of new words: guessing based on context clues, synonyms, antonyms, word analysis based on prefixes, roots, and suffixes, and dictionary use.

3. Students work in groups to identify the meaning of the new words. I follow up for clarifications.
· It was difficult for the students to guess the meaning of the word “revenues”, so I had to explain it and write a sentence with the word on the board. 

· On the other hand, some students were able to guess the meaning of the word “due” in the sentence “With the high cost of taxes, people are not very happy on April 15 when federal taxes are due.”  based on the date (April 15).

4. The vocabulary activity based on synonyms worked well: students find words in the reading text that have a meaning similar to the words in a given list. For example, they have to find synonyms for words such as: national (taxes), income, city, problems, payable, disagree strongly, opinion, etc. 

· To make the task easier, a line in the text is provided for each word in the list.

· Once they had the synonyms, I asked them to work in pairs and quiz each other.  

· Some of the  pairs of synonyms in the exercise are:

· national –federal

· income – revenue

· problems – issues

· disagree strongly – protest

· changes (v.) – varies

· payable – due

· opinion – view

The left column is the list of given words; the right column represents the synonyms they had to find in the text and which actually were the new words.
5. Additional vocabulary practice consisting of circling the word choice that best completes each sentence in the exercise. For vocabulary acquisition purposes, some of the new words from the previous exercise are included in this one.


	
	

	Integrate it with prior knowledge to address reading purpose.
	Students redo the quiz with statements about the taxes in the U.S. used for background building/ background probe and are able to identify the true and false statements and correct their initial answers. 
(Activity 4 in the first component of the standard, Determine the reading purpose)

Finally, we review the reading process in this lesson: I try to help my students acknowledge the steps (components of the standard) in the process. I write them on the board.

In the end, we discuss the students’ challenges when they are involved in a reading activity and are on their own.
	
	


2. What informal assessment tools did you develop/use to gather evidence of progress on specific TLOs? On being able to apply the standard in context?
First, most activities in the comprehension and vocabulary areas targeted a certain TLO. Here are a few examples:
· Identifying the main ideas in the text based on using certain strategies is an activity that assesses the TLO 5A4 d.
· The activity “Think About It” assesses the TLO 5A6 d.

· Guessing the meaning of certain words related to taxes based on context clues and synonyms assesses the TLO 5C2 a & b

For the major activity that required students to identify the main ideas in the text paragraphs, I developed the following rubric:
	Beginning
	Student identifies a few incomplete ideas

	Proficient
	Student identifies most of the ideas.

Main ideas identified are clear and complete.

	Advanced
	Student identifies all main ideas.

Main ideas identified are clear and complete.


In addition, the overall goal of the lesson was for the students to understand the types of taxes in the U.S. and how their money is spent. I had in mind this goal for the summative type of assessment, and I used an end-of-class activity to assess the comprehension of the new content and vocabulary in the reading text, activity which actually encompasses all TLOs mentioned in the lesson design.
· The activity consisted of filling out information in an outline. 

Here’s the outline:

1. There are four types of taxes in the U.S.A.:

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________

c. _______________________________

d. ______________________________
2. Income taxes vary for individuals.

a. Those who earn less ________________________.

b. Those who earn more _______________________.

3. Many individual states also charges taxes. 

a. Some states have ________________________________________.

b. Other states have ________________________________________.

4. City taxes fall into two forms:

a. ________________________________ for _____________________________.

b. ________________________________ for _____________________________.

5. Federal taxes are paid by _____________________________________________. They are ______________ on April 15.
6. There is also a social security tax. This is used for _________________________________.

7. When people complain about taxes, they say that …

a. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Americans _______________________ about taxes. They say that taxes are too high.
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