Your name:  _____________Julie Barclay____________________  Date: ________10-6-07________
Read with Understanding Classroom Activity Form

Planning (completed before you do the lesson):
Lesson Topic/Theme: 
Needs and Wants                                          Lesson Level:  Low Beginning ESL
How did you arrive at the topic/theme?  
The subject came up during our conversations about what to content areas they wanted to study in our class. One group decided they wanted to study about how to get a job.  Another group said they needed to study grammar. I wrote both topics on the board and told them we could certainly study both of these things, then I underlined need and want and asked them to tell me the difference between these two words. A good discussion ensued but in the end it was difficult for them to understand these terms and how they apply in their lives. When I asked if they wanted to learn more about this they said yes.
How is this topic/theme relevant to the students? 
Students often have to make decisions about how to use their time, money or other resources that require them to be able to prioritize. Being able to distinguish between needs and wants can help them make good decisions in how to use those resources.
Real-Life Application:
Students will read with understanding a simple story titled “Needs and Wants” in order to learn how to answer the following questions: What do we want? What do we really need?
Implementation (completed after you do the lesson):
1.  How did you incorporate the components of the Read with Understanding standard? How did you explicitly address 2-3 of the Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs)?
	Components of the Standard
	How did the lesson help students develop understanding of the component and

the ability to apply it in real life?
	Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs) explicitly addressed
	Evaluate the TLOs you used:

Level? Effectiveness? Any changes to suggest?

	Determine the reading purpose.
	After our discussion about needs and wants the class agreed that they needed a better understanding of these two words. So our purpose for reading was to learn more about them in order to answer the questions: What do we want? What do we really need?
	2A1 read very simple tests for real life purposes 

	

	Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.
	Strategy: Connect life experiences and use prior knowledge. Before we started to read our book we did an activity with newsprint that had Ss brainstorm 2 lists: what they needed to stay alive and all the things they’d like to have.
We talked about the differences between the two lists and then looked at the title of our book and connected the ideas about staying alive with “needs” and things we’d like to have with “wants” Then we predicted what we thought we would read about in our book “Needs and Wants.”  I showed Ss how to put a question mark next to words they couldn’t pronounce or didn’t understand. Then I had Ss read to the middle of the book, and stop. I asked Ss to come to the board and underline any words from our list of predictions they thought they saw in the book. After they finished reading we also wrote on the board the new words or ideas they hadn’t thought of but read about in the story.

	2A2 Draw on prior knowledge about L1 and English grammar, uses of print, everyday life, personal experience, and interests and cultural understandings to support comprehension.
	I would like to see “English grammar and uses of print,” removed from this statement. I agree they can be considered a part of prior knowledge but I think they don’t quite fit in this statement that seems to me to be about cognition and culture. 
I’d vote for a separate statement that says something like:  “use knowledge of English grammar and uses of print…...”

	Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.


	We practiced with strategies like using picture cues, sounding out words, and rereading sentences when Ss encountered problems while they read.  I modeled how to do this and also reminded Ss that they could use these same strategies anytime they read something that was difficult for them.  (Also, at this time in the lesson, I encouraged Ss to bring in things they have to read that are difficult for them.)
We also practiced with final n blends. Several words from the book ended with –nk, -nd, and –nt. I wrote those words on the board and underlined the final n blend. We looked at how two letters combine to make one sound. We practiced with each sound. Then I gave them each a set of 3 index cards with  –nk, -nd, and –nt. I wrote the following on the board. dri___   ki____  wa____ and wi___.   I asked them to look at the words and their cards and see if they could make a match. I gave them time to talk, and look through their book then pointed to the first word and asked them to hold the up the n blend card that matched. Next I handed out word cards with the n blend missing ( pai___, si___ ,ce___, tru___, wa___) and let them work in groups to make words. They wrote their matches on the board, and we practiced reading them out loud. (I also brought in pictures so if they didn’t know the words I could show them what they were.) 

	2B2 Recognize the sounds of the English language and identify letter-sound correspondences
	

	Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.
	After we finished the book I reminded Ss that organizing the information or ideas they read can help them remember and understand. I handed out a worksheet that asked them to categorize what they had read in the book under “needs” and “wants.” I modeled how to do this and filled in 2 words on the worksheet, and then I asked the class to tell me the next word to write under “need”. Once I was sure they all understood what to do I had them finish the activity on their own. We debriefed when they had all finished. I asked them, “What did (the book characters) need?” “What did (they) really want?” We talked about the meaning of “need’ and “want”. At the conclusion of our discussion I asked them if they felt like they understood these two words better than when we started. They said they did. So I had them repeat the exercise but this time I asked them to write what their “needs” and “wants” were on the back of the handout. 
	
	I don’t see anything in the TLO’s about using categorizing or organizing strategies with reading material. I think this is an important skill and would like to see something about it under the vocabulary strand.

	Integrate it with prior knowledge to address reading purpose.
	When they finished making their own lists, I wanted Ss to share with their group members about what they needed and wanted and why they thought these were important things. This was a difficult task at this low level so I put a template on the board and let them fill it in while they talked. 
“ I think I need ______  because _________.” And “I think I want _______  because ________.”   I circulated and helped with spelling and vocabulary.  On our bulletin board I put up two headers: “What do we want?” “What do we really need?”  When Ss finished with their sentence templates they posted them on the bulletin board under the correct header. I felt like this activity was a good way to help them learn how to respond to what they read. 
	
	


2. What informal assessment tools did you develop/use to gather evidence of progress on specific TLOs? 
The Ss ability to complete the categorizing activity helped me see if they were comprehending the reading task on identifying needs and wants.
The work with n blends helped me assess their phonemic awareness and ability to use sounds to decode words.
On being able to apply the standard in context?
This activity motivated Ss to bring in reading materials they encountered in their lives that were very difficult for them to make meaning out of.  I used some of those materials to help them see how to apply the strategies and skills we are learning in our reading lessons. One thing I realized however was that nearly everything they brought in was in the form of a letter, usually from a government or school agency, so using picture cues, which is something we do a lot in class, proved to be not so useful a strategy for that reading material. This helped me show them that they have to think about how we use different strategies depending on what we read, it also reminded me to try and focus on teaching them strategies that didn’t rely on pictures.
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