Your name:  __Diane Riegner__  Date: ____10/15/07______
Read with Understanding Classroom Activity Form

Planning (completed before you do the lesson):
Lesson Topic/Theme: 
After attending the last standards training, I wrote the students a letter, explaining where I had been and why I was absent. 

Lesson Level:  ESL level 2
How did you arrive at the topic/theme?  How is this topic/theme relevant to the students?

I thought this was a good model for explaining an absence which is customary when either a child is absent from school, or a worker from the workplace.

Real-Life Application:

Students will read with understanding__a letter written by their teacher___ in order to _find out why their teacher was absent, identify words they already know and understand, learn new words/phrases and letter format.

Implementation (completed after you do the lesson):
1.  How did you incorporate the components of the Read with Understanding standard? How did you explicitly address 2-3 of the Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs)?

	Components of the Standard
	How did the lesson help students develop understanding of the component and

the ability to apply it in real life?
	Teaching/Learning Objectives (TLOs) explicitly addressed
	Evaluate the TLOs you used:

Level? Effectiveness? Any changes to suggest?

	Determine the reading purpose.
	After returning from being absent for two days while attending the last standards training, the students wanted to know where I had been (if I was sick) and why I was gone. 
	2A 1: This was done as a way to explain an absence.
2A 4: I wanted students to be familiar with “letter” format.
2B 1: We listed words that students were familiar with, as well as words that were not known. 

2B 3: We used students’ knowledge of phonics to sound out new words, or look for parts of words that were familiar.

2A 5: I wanted students to analyze the text from the letter to provide information about my absence.

2A 6: I wanted students to discuss the concept of teachers as learners, and discuss similarities or differences in other cultures.

	

	Select reading strategies appropriate to the purpose.
	First, I told students that I had written them a letter explaining where I had been and asked them to describe what they knew about how a letter looked (format.) I wrote a list of words/phrases elicited from the students associated with “letter” vocabulary, as well as how a letter looks (heading, closing, date..)
I read the letter aloud first and asked students to listen for any of the above words/phrases, clues that this was a letter. We checked words from the list and added any new words heard to our vocabulary list.
Then I gave students copies of the letter to read. First I read it again while they followed along with their copies. Then I asked students to read it together in pairs and underline words they recognized (names of days, pronouns, prepositions) We made a list on the board, “Words I Know” and students explained the meaning or use of each in the context of the letter. (ex. The pronoun “I” was used because I was writing about myself, Tuesday/Wednesday were the days I was gone…)


	
	

	Monitor comprehension and adjust reading strategies.


	We also generated a list of words that students were not familiar with and reread the sentences to try to make sense of the words not understood either through context or recognition of word parts. (ex: students weren’t familiar with past tense grammar, adding –ed. They did know the word “learn” when I covered the –ed, and were able to make the connection that the letter was written about something that happened in the past, so all the verbs were written in past tense. We then made a list of all the past tense verbs and their present tense forms.

I then wrote the following questions on the board and asked students, in pairs, to discuss them:  Where was Diane?  What did she do on Tuesday and Wednesday?  Students discussed these questions, then shared their answers with the class.
	
	

	Analyze the information and reflect on its underlying meaning.
	I asked students if they were surprised to hear that I had gone somewhere to learn about teaching since I was already a teacher. I posed the questions, “How do teachers know how/what to teach? How do teachers learn to do new things?” This generated discussion on “teaching practices” and teachers as learners.
	
	

	Integrate it with prior knowledge to address reading purpose.
	I asked students to tell me why I had written them this letter and asked them what other kinds of letters they were familiar with. Students responded with things such as letters from the phone or other utility companies, letters from friends/family, letters from community organizations…) We then discussed what all of these letters had in common (format, asking or giving information...)
	
	


2. What informal assessment tools did you develop/use to gather evidence of progress on specific TLOs? On being able to apply the standard in context?

2B 1: I gave each student a handout with two columns, Words I know / Words I Don’t Know and asked them to write words from the letter under each heading. I walked around and looked at the words that students had written to see which words were commonly known and which ones were unfamiliar to most students.
2A 6:  Some of the students, who were educators in their countries, spoke about similar practices there. Students also discussed what was common practice in their countries.

2B 3:  While working in pairs, I walked around listening to students reading the letter, trying to sound out the words they didn’t know. After generating a list of unfamiliar words, some students were able to apply their knowledge of English syntax to figure out meaning (ex. learned = past tense, sincerely = often used in letter writing, workshop = two words together….) 
2A 5:  I asked students what the letter had said, to check their understanding. We also talked about other situations when someone might write a letter to explain an absence (children at school, someone missing a day of work…)
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