Adult Literacy Week 2010– October 17-23, 2010
Better Skills. Better Jobs. Building a Better Washington.
Start building your planning team

· Invite your local partners to get involved and help develop ideas.

· Form a consortium of colleges and CBOs in your region to share the effort.  

· Work with your public information office or your organization’s marketing committee.  
· It is important to garner support early to get the message out.

Review Other Programs Projects for Ideas

SBCTC Adult Basic Education Web page:  http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/college/_e-abe_litweek.aspx
Prioritize
· Prioritize your efforts for Adult Literacy Week keeping in mind that some activities might fall earlier or later.  

· Consider existing activities and gatherings that will be happening on your campus in the coming year and see if you can collaborate with those planning groups.
· Gear up now and involve students that you have had throughout the 09-10 AYR in ways that are on-message and support student strengths (i.e. how education has helped move them forward to college level courses, I-BEST)
Engage your Community Leaders Early
· Get on the agenda of your local chamber and civic meetings, keeping in mind that they plan their agendas well in advance: Kiwanis, Rotary, Soroptimists, Chamber of Commerce, etc.
· Draft a letter from your ABE program to your city’s mayor and city council, asking that they issue a local proclamation for Adult Literacy Week.  
· Highlight current students that have gained employment or are in an I-BEST program through a news release, Web feature, or activity.
· Engage three to five area businesses in a conversation about Adult Literacy. Ask them to support their employees’ efforts to increase their own literacy – ABE, ESL, GED.  
Look for Sponsors and Make the Request Now
· Costco sponsorship -- is committed to supporting charitable and community activities in the markets where it does business.  The primary areas of focus for their giving include children, education, health and human services.  
· Walmart Community Grants -- focuses its financial donations toward “community-based organizations, education and scholarships, and family health and welfare.”  
To learn more about receiving a grant from your local Wal-Mart or SAM'S CLUB, please see the Community Involvement Coordinator at the location closest to you. 
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