Reciprocity of Pre-College Course Placement Levels (proposed)
Background

Pre-college education was a major focus of Washington’s System Efficiency & Effectiveness efforts in 2010-11.  One important strand of this conversation was placement.  After lengthy discussion of assessment tools and their limitations, the final set of recommendations advocated “a dynamic and informed assessment process incorporating multiple, valid predictors of performance” on each campus.
While highlighting the benefits of this holistic approach, the recommendation also acknowledged that “students, high schools, college staff, and community partners can benefit from greater predictability in how student placement results are treated from one campus to another.”

To address the need for predictability, the report called for development of “a statewide process of reciprocity for college-to-college acceptance of student placement results.”  The Instruction Commission and Student Services Commission were asked to include this project in their 2011-12 work plans. 

The proposed policy, shown below, provides a framework for placement reciprocity.  In keeping with the System Efficiency & Effectiveness recommendations, the proposal:

· Allows for the incorporation of multiple indices as reciprocal indicators of placement

· Supports a variety of approaches to placement itself, thus encouraging experimentation

· Leverages well-established processes for negotiating and implementing reciprocity

· Reinforces the professional trust that underlies the mutual acceptance of competencies

· Supports efforts to define “college-readiness” in ability-based, rather than score-based, terms

Proposed Policy: Reciprocity of Pre-College Course Placement Levels

When pre-college students move from one CTC to another, system policy provides that:
A student who places into a pre-college level in math, English, or reading either through course completion or local skills assessment at any Washington CTC can expect to have that placement level honored at another Washington CTC if the student so requests, even if the courses may not be exact equivalents. 

Course level equivalencies will be based on the Student Achievement Initiative’s definition of pre-college levels.  Students requesting reciprocity must initiate the process within one year of their inter-college transfer.  Where colleges have multiple courses at the same pre-college level, local advising will assist the student in selecting the most appropriate course to continue in his or her chosen pathway.
College and Student Responsibilities

In view of staff limitations for equivalency review, the receiving institution cannot be expected to research every new-student application to see whether the placement reciprocity provisions apply.  It is therefore the student’s responsibility to initiate the reciprocity process and to gather appropriate documentation.  However, all institutions agree to make students aware of these provisions, to publish them in appropriate intake documents, and to provide a clear contact point for pursuing reciprocity.

