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Message from McVicker 
In years past, TACTC had a newsletter that was mailed out on a 
monthly basis.  It was staff intensive and it was relatively expen-
sive to print and mail. Last year, Gene Chase asked the TACTC 
staff to create an electronic version of the newsletter, but 
TACTCôs two-person staff was down to one-person for nearly 
half the year, and it did not happen.  But, we are fully staffed 

now, so we are going to start up the newsletter once again. 
 

I hope to make these communications more frequent than once-a-month, but short 
so we all have time in our busy lives to read them. This first one will focus on the 
outcome of our annual business meeting and the Continuing Education Confer-
ence. 
 

I welcome your feedback and input as we fine-tune this new document. I also wel-
come ideas on content you would like to have included in the newsletter. Just 
email me at: cj_99224@yahoo.com. 
 

Gene did a great job as president and it is a little scary following him. There are 
challenges ahead, starting with planning for the upcoming biennial legislative ses-
sion, and the need for trustees to step-up their advocacy work at the local level.  
But, with all of your help, TACTC will continue to thrive and grow in strength and 
influence. Iôm looking forward to this coming year and the strong voice trustees will 
bring to the table! 
 

Carol 
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Meet your new Executive Committee  
 

The TACTC Executive Committee is made up of elected officers as well as ap-
pointed positions. The elected officers are: 
   Å President:  Carol Landa-McVicker, Comm. Colleges of Spokane (photo above); 
   Å President -elect:  Debra Lisser, Skagit Valley Community College; 
   Å Secretary:  Mauri Moore, Edmonds Community College; 
   Å Treasurer:  Wayne Martin, Columbia Basin College; 
   Å Past -president:  Gene Chase, Everett Community College. 

mailto:chough@sbctc.edu
mailto:crobbecke@sbctc.edu
mailto:cj_99224@yahoo.com
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Carol Landa-McVicker filled the appointed positions with: 
 
   Å Legislative Steering Comm. chair: Lyle Lovingfoss, Lower Columbia College; 
   Å Creating Opportunities chair: Judy Guenther, Centralia College and former 
      TACTC president. 
 
The Executive Committee will have a retreat June 12 & 13th to plan the theme for 
the coming year and to identify trustees to fill TACTCôs many committees. The list of 
TACTCôs committees, and those who served on them last year, are found on 
TACTCôs website:  http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/public/t_index.aspx. 
 
If you havenôt volunteered yet, please do so now by emailing Carol Landa-McVicker 
at cj_99224@yahoo.com, or Cindy Hough at chough@sbctc.edu!  

 

Nominations Committee  
TACTCôs 2009 Nominations Committee was elected at the annual meeting May 15 
at the Hotel Murano in Tacoma. Next yearôs committee is: 
 
   Å Tom Malone, Seattle Community Colleges, Chair; 
   Å Shauna Weatherby, Clover Park Technical College; 
   Å Jon McFarland, Walla Walla Community College; 
   Å Nancy Truitt Pierce, Everett Community College, First Alternate; 
   Å Shoubee Liaw, Shoreline Community College, Second Alternate. 
 
These folks will come knocking on your door (or your emails) next winter looking 
for volunteers and nominations to run for a TACTC office. Once again, the election 
will be for President-elect; Secretary and Treasurer. Be ready to respond! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recruitment, Retention and Renewal was the theme for the 2008 Continuing Edu-
cation Conference held at the Hotel Murano in Tacoma. For those who did not at-
tend, you missed a great conference! The four Pierce County districts were the co-
hosts this year. 
 
Special thanks goes to the planning committee: Dr. Michele Johnson, Don Meyer, 
Karen Seinfeld, Dave Edwards, Shauna Weatherby, Jos® Veliz, Gene Chase, 
Carol Landa-McVicker and Marie Harris (Dr. Johnsonôs talented assistant) for their 
contributions to the conference planning. 
 
The conference evaluations were very good and constructive. While most of the 
comments were very positive, there was a theme suggesting there was too much 
material to digest over the three-day period. The Executive Committee will discuss 
the pros and cons of shortening the spring event in the future. The Education Com-
mittee, chaired by Debra Lisser, also will look at the structure of TACTCôs three 
conferences and will seek your help as they deliberate. 
 
Many of the conference handouts have been posted on TACTCôs website. You can 
find them at: http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/public/_t-tactcspringconf.aspx. 

http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/public/t_index.aspx
mailto:cj_99224@yahoo.com
mailto:chough@sbctc.edu
http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/public/_t-tactcspringconf.aspx
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Congratulations to award winners!  
 

The winners of four awards were announced during the spring convention in Ta-
coma. The winners were selected by the TACTC Awards Committee, chaired by 
Salvador Beltran, Columbia Basin College. The award winners were: 
 

Outstanding Advocate for Equity:  
Ben Cabildo , Community Colleges of  
Spokane 
 

This award recognizes an individual who 
has shown commitment to equity issues in 
the community or technical college system. 
Ben has committed his life to supporting 
and advocating for those who have been 
marginalized, particularly minority popula-
tions. 
 

Ben has accomplished more than most people can even conceive because he 
knows how to help others turn dreams into visions. 
 
Leadership:  Jim Robinson , Olympic College 
The TACTC Award for Leadership recognizes an individual  
who has demonstrated exceptional leadership in furthering the 
mission of community and technical colleges. As a trustee 
since 1997, Jim Robinson has been hard-working and dedi-
cated to the mission of Olympic College, the community and 
technical college system and the national two-year colleges.  
He embodies the spirit of leader as servant and exhibits grace 
in performing his duties with dignity. 
 
 
Partners of the Year:  Providence St. Peter Hospital & Capital Medical Center  
This award recognizes a collective (corporate) business, company, agency or or-

ganization for donating time and/or re-
sources in support of the community and 
technical college mission. The contribu-
tions made by Providence St. Peter Hos-
pital and Capital Medical Center have 
been multi-layered and extensive. The 
relationship between the college and the 
hospitals reflects a friendship that has 
stood the test of time.  It has continued to 
evolve as the needs of the community, the 
program and the healthcare industry have 
grown and 
changed. 
 

 
Trustee of the Year:   Larry Brown , Green River 
Community College 
 

This award was first established in 1982. The award 
honors a trustee for serving as an outstanding com-
munity or technical college leader. Larry has shown 
outstanding educational leadership, dedication and 
commitment during his time as a trustee.  He is re-
garded by his colleagues as an outstanding model of 
what a community college trustee can be.  

Sal Beltran, Carol Landa-McVicker and Ben Cabildo 

Jim Robinson 

Gerald Pumphrey, Barbara Clarkson and Dick Wadley con-
gratulate Providence St. Peter Hospital & Capital Medical 
Center partners. 

Larry Brown and Sherry Gates 
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Board Chair Workshop 
 

Feedback from the 41 people who par-
ticipated in TACTCôs first pre-conference 
Board Chair Workshop was very positive. 
The workshop was led by Dr. Cindra 
Smith, a policy and board development 
consultant and the author of Trusteeship 
in Community Colleges. 
 
The agenda for the morning meeting in-
cluded a review of board chair responsi-
bilities, how to run an effective meeting, 
the role of the board chair, and the chair 
and CEO relationship. Participants dis-

cussed a variety of situations and scenarios ï all of which posed familiar problems 
for a board chair to tackle. 

 

In fond memory of Bob Holloway  
 

Big Bend trustee Bob Holloway was in a fatal 
plane crash on Saturday, May 31.   Bob was a 
remarkable man. He was a gentle, unassuming, 
multi-talented, generous, adventurous, successful 
agri-businessman and author. He held a Guinness 
World Record for flying a powered parachute from 
Canada to Mexico and he flew his parachute 
along the Lewis and Clark trail. Bob also was an 
energetic, selfless supporter of Big Bend Commu-
nity College. 
 
Bob had a remarkable website: www.agbob.com. 
On the site, you can learn about his book, his ad-
ventures and his life. By browsing his website, you 
will get a feel for the man who will be missed tre-
mendously. 
 
Remembrances can be sent to Bobôs wife of 54 
years, Agnes, and their daughter Cindy Robledo, at 3579 Dodson Road NW, Eph-
rata, WA  98823, and Bobôs mother, Mrs. Ruby Holloway, 301 H Street SW #32, 
Quincy, WA  98848. 
 
A newspaper article about the accident can be found at: 
http://wenatcheeworld.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080602/NEWS04/600383394/1001  

In Our  
Next Issue: 

WACTC and State 
Board meeting 

summaries 

http://www.agbob.com
http://wenatcheeworld.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080602/NEWS04/600383394/1001

