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Message from McVicker 
     The economy, and resulting budget cuts for our colleges, is 
the main topic at every system meeting I’ve attended the last 
several months. To save money, the presidents decided to have 
a virtual meeting in early November. However, after the an-
nouncement of worsening economic news, they felt they needed 
a face-to-face meeting, so they held an emergency one-day 

meeting later in November. They met again for a one-day meeting Dec. 12
th
 – and 

the agenda was  “budget, budget, budget, budget.” 
     The State Board held their meeting at Clark College December 3 and 4. At the 
meeting they adopted three resolutions. One directs the colleges to reduce spend-
ing by a minimum of 4.1% of current year state allocations (for this fiscal year, 
which ends June 30, 2008) and gives Charlie Earl the authority to review and re-
move current-year financial earmarks to give the colleges maximum flexibility in 
making budget reductions.    
     The second resolution approved items to be forwarded to Governor Gregoire, 
hoping they will be included in an economic stimulus package. The items included 
both Human Capital and Construction Capital. High Demand Enrollments, Oppor-
tunity Grants, Worker Retraining, and Job Skills Program made up the Human 
Capital request. There are 12 capital projects on our larger capital budget request 
that could be ready to bid by March 2009. Six more could be ready to go to bid by 
September 2009. Those projects were detailed for the Governor.     
     In the last resolution, the Board members requested the Governor and Legisla-
ture to act promptly to provide the college system with maximum flexibility and 
timely authorities to enable the colleges to achieve the mandated budget reduc-
tions. You can find the full text for the resolutions, as well as all of the handouts at 
the meeting, on the State Board’s website:  
  http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/general/_a-agenda.aspx   
     We are facing some challenging times with our economy – and the impact it will 
have on our colleges and students. Nonetheless, in the midst of all this turmoil, I 
hope you, your family and friends can gather for wonderful times together. How-
ever you celebrate this season, I hope you had a happy holiday and wish you the 
very best in the new year! Thank you for all you do for higher education in your 
community and in our state. You are helping build a stronger, healthier, more pros-
perous future!  
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Report on budget shortfall  
     The Governor has requested the two-year college system reduce its current-
year budget by 4.3 percent. That means approximately $32.1 million. Colleges 
have been notified on what their share of the budget cut would be. At this point the 
Governor’s request is just a recommendation (one the colleges are rightfully taking 
seriously). To make the reduction legally binding, the Legislature will need to pass 
a supplemental budget when they return to Olympia for the 2009 session.   

mailto:chough@sbctc.edu
mailto:crobbecke@sbctc.edu
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     No one knows for sure that the Legislature will follow the Governor’s recommendation on the 
reductions. The sooner the Legislature acts, the more certainty your colleges will have as they re-
spond to the current-year budget cuts.  
     The Governor’s 2009-11 biennial budget recommendation was released December 18

th
. Those 

numbers were sent out to you in a separate email. The Governor promised her budget would be 
ugly – and she didn’t break her promise! The Governor and her staff heard our story: Our system 
was not cut as deeply as many other agencies. Six-and-a-half percent is much better than the 
feared 20 percent cut. 
      Now the ball is in the hands of the Legislature. The final budget will be based on the March 
2009 revenue projections. The Senate will write their proposed budget, it will go to the House, back 
to the Senate, to a Conference Committee, and eventually to the Governor for signature. The 
sooner the Legislature adopts the budget the better. College administrators (and trustees) need the 
final budget numbers so they can make data-driven staffing and program decisions for the 2009-10 
academic year.  
     Trustee advocacy will be essential this year. Every Friday afternoon during the session you will 
receive an electronic edition of the Legislative News. This will provide everyone in the community 
and technical college system with up-to-the-minute information on what’s happening in the Legisla-
ture and will provide information on which you can act.  
 

ACCTõs call to action in New York 
     The Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT) held their 
annual meeting in New York in late October. The theme was the role 
of community college trustees in combating poverty through education.  
     TACTC sponsored a session highlighting the System Direction and 
I-BEST programs. (Too much jargon? “I-BEST” stands for Integrated 
Basic Education and Skills Training.) Wayne Martin, Columbia Basin 
trustee and member on the State Board’s Student Achievement Task 
Force, was TACTC’s star on the panel. Joining him were Erin Mund-
inger, State Board chair; David Mitchell, Olympic College president; 
and Israel Mendoza, State Board Adult Literacy and Basic Skills direc-
tor. Many Washington trustees were in the audience to cheer the panel 
on. The topic created a “buzz” around the conference. Once again, the state of Washington was 
seen as a leader in higher education! (The PowerPoint used in the presentation is attached to this 
email.) 
     ACCT put out a “Call to Action” for all trustees. A copy of the call is attached to this email. Sub-
sequently, ACCT and the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC) jointly presented 
President-elect Obama’s transition team with a stimulus package request. That was sent out to all 
trustees earlier in December and a copy is attached to this email.  
 

TACTCõs New Trustee Orientation 
     Sunday, January 25

th
 is the date for TACTC’s next New Trustee Orientation. It will be held at the 

State Board office in Olympia from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. New this year will be a dinner following the ori-
entation for those new trustees and their presidents who are staying in Olympia for the Winter Leg-
islative Contact Conference the next day. The dinner will be at the Red Lion Hotel. While new trus-
tees receive specific invitations to the orientation, it is open to all trustees. Many trustees have at-
tended for a second – even a third – time, saying they get more out of it each time they attend. 
Anyone wishing to attend just needs to notify Cindy Hough at chough@sbctc.edu.  
 

Winter Legislative Contact Conference  
     TACTC’s annual gathering in Olympia will be January 26 and 27. Historically, the conference 
started on Sunday and ran through Tuesday, requiring those who participated to stay in the hotel 
for two nights. In response to budget woes, the conference has been shortened to two days and 
one night. The conference will start at 10 a.m. on Monday the 26

th
. Governor Gregoire will be the 

first speaker on Monday. Make sure you arrive on time! 
     The topics on the agenda include strategies in the face of budget reductions, a Mission Study 
Task Force update, data to support economic stimulus claims by the colleges, messaging for trus-
tees, a legislative update, technology plans, and the strategic plans of other higher education or-
ganizations. Legislative leaders will be invited to speak during the conference. 

mailto:chough@sbctc.edu
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     One of the most important aspects of the conference is setting aside time for trustees to meet 
with their legislators. All trustees are encouraged to take advantage of that time Monday evening. 
Trustees have a responsibility to serve as advocates for students – that means trustees also have 
an obligation to be an advocate. 
     The time together does not need to result in an expensive dinner. If money is a concern, think 
about taking a pizza to your legislator’s office or making an appointment to take him/her dessert. 
Reduce the number of people from your district who meet with your legislators – but have a 
spokesperson who can articulately deliver your college’s messages. Take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to talk with your legislators (and legislators’ assistants) while you are in Olympia! 
     More detailed information on conference plans and the agenda will be coming your way soon.  
 
 

 
The two-year college system has lost two supporters and friends recently. 

Below are obituaries for Barney Goltz and Joseph Kosai. 
 

State Board Member Barney Goltz 
     Barney Goltz served on the State Board from 1989 through 1999. He was instrumental in the 
start-up of the SMART Investment Campaign (now known as Creating Opportunities). Below is a 
reprint of an article about Barney that ran in the Bellingham Harold on December 27. 
 
Barney Goltz, former legislator, dies at 84  
 
BY JOHN STARK  
 
     Barney Goltz, a former state senator and beloved figure in Whatcom County civic life, died 
Thursday, Dec. 25. 
     Goltz suffered sudden cardiac arrest during a Christmas dinner with friends and family in Olym-
pia. He had suffered from Parkinsonôs disease in recent years. 
     Goltz, 84, was elected to the state House as a 42nd District 
Democrat in 1972. He was elected to the state Senate in 1974 
and served three terms, becoming president pro tem of the Sen-
ate before his retirement in 1986. 
     During his years in Olympia, he was known for his gentle wit 
and a no-hard-feelings political style. 
     County Executive Pete Kremen said he started his own politi-
cal career in 1984, when he ran for a state House seat at Goltzôs 
urging. 
     ñHe was my mentor,ò Kremen said. ñHe was so well-respected 
by not only the members of his own caucus and party, but by the 
entire Legislature. He was just the epitome of class in public ser-
vice. é In my opinion, he was in a class by himself.ò 
     Goltz grew up in Minnesota and attended Macalester College 
in St. Paul, where he helped one of his professors, Hubert Hum-
phrey, get elected mayor of Minneapolis. Goltz often cited Hum-
phrey as his own mentor. 
     His real first name was Harold, but his college classmates 
dubbed him ñBarneyò because of his rural upbringing. 
     Son Jeff Goltz, one of four deputy attorney generals in the state Attorney Generalôs Office, said 
Democratic politics were a significant part of his own childhood memories. He remembers his fa-
therôs campaigning for Adlai Stevenson when the family still lived in Minnesota, and for John Ken-
nedy after their move here. 
     Goltz moved to Bellingham in 1957 to take a job as director of student activities at Western 
Washington University. 
     John McGarrity, who worked with Goltz in recent years on Cornwall Park neighborhood issues, 
said Goltz will be missed. 
     ñHe gave dependable, trustworthy advice and insight, and was very helpful to anybody who 
asked him for help,ò McGarrity said. 
     State Rep. Kelli Linville, a 42nd District Democrat, said she too was inspired by Goltz when she 

started her political career. 
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     ñHe was the kind of role model that everybody in elected office should try to emulate,ò Linville 

said. ñHe focused on solving problems for our community and generally maintaining a positive atti-

tude, no matter what issues he was facing.ò 

     Still another of Goltzôs political recruits was Tim Douglas, former Bellingham mayor. Douglas 

said Goltz got him to run for a precinct committeemanôs post. 

     As his own political career developed, Douglas said he learned to envy Goltzôs quick-but-gentle 

wit. 

     ñHe absolutely disarmed people with that, in the most contentious of situations,ò Douglas said. 

     Mary Kay Becker, a Washington Appeals Court judge and former state House member, said 

Goltz was a unifying force among Whatcom County Democrats, especially when the Vietnam War 

and environmental issues created factions within the party. 

     ñHe was unflappable and incorruptible, and a lot of fun to be around,ò Becker said. 

     Becker won election to the state House in 1974, the same year Goltz moved up to the Senate. 

Goltzôs legislative tenure included Beckerôs eight years in the House, eight years when she saw his 

hard work, caring attitude toward people, and sense of humor win fans on both sides of the political 

aisle. 

     ñHe was a treasure, just a treasure,ò Becker said, ñjust the soul of public service.ò 

     Jerry Flora, former president of Western Washington University, knew Goltz well as a friend and 

as a colleague at the university. Goltz was a campus planner when Flora served as WWU presi-

dent from 1967 to 1975. 

     ñA good and gentle person,ò he said of Goltz. ñIf he thought you were wrong, he would tell you, 

but it was never nasty and mean. I never saw him nasty and mean about anything.ò 

     Flora said Goltz approached him when Goltz was thinking about running for a seat in the state 

House. Flora said he encouraged Goltz to run, and said Goltzôs demeanor and principles served 

him well in the Legislature. 

     ñHe was a nice man, an able man,ò Flora said. ñHe was the kind of person that people were not 

afraid to talk to.ò 

     Bellingham Mayor Dan Pike called Goltz ña giant.ò 

     Pike said his respect for Goltz increased during the last mayoral election, when many candi-

dates sought out Goltz for an endorsement. 

     ñHe was smart enough and ethical enough not to endorse anybody, because he thought there 

were plenty of good candidates,ò Pike said. 

     Gov. Chris Gregoire praised Goltz for his contributions to the stateôs higher education system, 

calling him a ñpillar in the higher education community.ò 

     Goltz was also known for his impromptu comic poetry. During his days in the Legislature, he 

sometimes amused colleagues by reducing a thorny issue to limerick form. And the hundreds of 

people on his holiday card list looked forward to some annual political satire. 

     In 1981, he and his wife, Marguerite, who preceded him in death in 1994, sent out cards with 

this message: 

 

     ñIn keeping with current economic theory, a gift in your name has been given 

to someone richer than you.ò 

 

     His holiday cards also generally included a poem. The last of those poems arrived in friendsô 

mailboxes in the last few days. It concludes: 

 

ñAnd aren't you glad the election's done, 

and that Obama and Biden won. 

Let's hope there will be cause to cheer 

And that we'll have a great new year. 

So happy holidays to all! 

I wish for you a joyful ball, 

And that this little verse will send 

An annual smile at year's end." 
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Clover Park trustee Joseph Kosai 
     Clover Park trustee Joseph Kosai passed away in early November. Below is a reprint of an arti-
cle about Joseph that ran in the Tacoma News Tribune on November 7.  
 
Joseph Kosai bridged South Sound and Japan  
 
IAN DEMSKY; ian.demsky@thenewstribune.com  
Last updated: November 7th, 2008 02:00 AM (PST) 
 
     After spending time in internment camps as a child, Joseph Kosai dedicated his life to building 

ties between the South Sound and Japan. He died Tuesday at Allenmore Hospital in Tacoma at 

age 74. 

     Tacoma Mayor Bill Baarsma said Thursday that Kosaiôs 

death was a ñtremendous lossò for the community. ñHe was an 

instrumental person in establishing and maintaining our won-

derful sister city relation with Kitakyushu, Japan,ò the mayor 

said. ñNext year is the 50th anniversary celebration of that re-

lationship. I plan on going and will do something special in his 

memory when I visit. 

     ñHe was one of our truly outstanding citizens. He was be-

loved by many, many people here and in Japan.ò 

     Kosai was born in Tacoma in 1934. He was a student at 

Central School in Tacoma when his family was forcibly relo-

cated by the U.S. government as part of the World War II in-

ternment of Japanese Americans. He and his family lived at two camps. 

     In 1988, Kosai stood beside President Reagan as he signed the apology for interning Japanese 

Americans, said Ron Magden, a historian and friend of Kosai. 

     Former Tacoma City Councilman Bill Evans called Kosai a pioneer. ñHe was somebody I ad-

mired greatly,ò Evans said. ñHe was just an honest, good person who makes the rest of us embar-

rassed about what we did to his people at one moment in our history.ò 

     Evans noted how Kosai was dedicated to the Sister Cities International organization. ñTheir 

motto is óPeace through people,ô and Joe really believed that was really as simple as those three 

words.ò 

     Kosai was asked once why the Japanese went along with their internment. ñObedience and no 

leadership to oppose it,ò he said in the interview, which was posted on the University of Washington 

Tacomaôs Web site. ñTacoma was very fortunate that the mayor of Tacoma, Harry P. Cain, spoke 

against the evacuation. He was, as far as I know, the only public official on the West Coast, mayor 

of a major city, to publicly oppose the evacuation.ò 

     After being released, Kosai settled in Ontario, Ore. He graduated from Ontario High School in 

1952. He served in the Army from 1956 to 1958 and graduated from Eastern Oregon University in 

1959 with a degree in education. Kosai earned a masterôs degree from the University of Puget 

Sound in 1959. 

     Kosaiôs teaching career took him to Gray Junior High, Stadium High and Hunt Junior High 

schools. He worked for 23 years at Tacoma Community College as a counselor and administrator 

before retiring in 1989. Among positions he held was that of dean for continuing education and 

community services. 

     For his work in promoting unity between Japan and America, he was honored by the emperor of 

Japan with the Order of the Rising Sun with Gold Rays and Rosette. But the man of few words ap-

peared to take the accolades humbly, The News Tribune wrote in 2005. ñItôs because of the other 

people involved that Iôm being honored,ò he said. 

     June 12, 2005, was declared ñJoe Kosai Dayò in Tacoma, and he received a standing ovation at 

the proclamation ceremony. ñItôs a very high honor for me to receive this proclamation,ò Kosai said. 

     Baarsma also recalled how Kosai played an important part in an exchange program for high 

school baseball players. ñItôs one big thing we have with the Japanese, a love of baseball,ò he said. 

     Kosai was also active in many community organizations. 

     He is survived by his wife, Kazuko; three children; and six grandchildren. 

mailto:ian.demsky@thenewstribune.com
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July

23 July 23-25 - WACTC Retreat,

Semiahmoo Resort

30 July 30 - Legislat ive Steering

Committee (ITV)

September

8 Sept. 8-10 - State Board

Retreat

25 Sept. 25-26 - WACTC, Walla

Walla CC

October

1 Oct. 1 - New Trustee Orien-

tation, Holiday Inn-Renton

2 Oct. 2 - Leg. Plenary Session

(Fall  Conf.), Holiday Inn-

Renton

22 Oct. 22-23 - State Board,

Edmonds CC

29 Oct. 29 - Nov. 1 - ACCT

Annual Congress, NY, NY

November

6 Nov. 6-7 - WACTC,

Elluminate and ITV

14 Nov. 14 - Joint BOD/LSC

meeting (ITV)

December

3 Dec. 3-4 - State Board, Clark

11 Dec. 11-12 - WACTC, Ellumi-

nate and ITV

January

25 Jan. 25 - New Trustee Orien-

tation, State Board Office,

Olympia

26 Jan. 26-27 - TACTC Legisla-

tive Contact Conference

(aka Winter Conference),

Red Lion, Olympia

27 Jan. 27-28 - WACTC, State

Board Office, Olympia

February

4 Feb. 4-5 - State Board, State

Board Office, Olympia

9 Feb. 9-11 - ACCT  National

Legislat ive Summit, Washing-

ton, DC

26 Feb. 26-27 - WACTC, State

Board Office, Olympia

March

26 March 26-27 - WACTC,

South Puget  Sound CC

April

1 April 1-2 - State Board, State

Board Office, Olympia

30 April 30 - May 1 - WACTC,

Wenatchee Valley College

May

6 May 6-7 - State Board, Lake

Washington Technical

College

14 May 14-15 - TACTC Spring

Convention, Everett

28 May 28-29 - WACTC,

Green River CC

June

10 June 10-11 - State Board,

Yakima Valley CC
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