Lower Columbia College

Student Inquiry

Running Start Program

2003-04

Dear Student,

As this community’s “College of First Choice,” we take pride in the education and services we provide to our students.  Each year we invite students in the Running Start Program to let us know how their experience has been, as well as what aspects of the college still need adjustment.

Your responses and comments are important to us and will be used to guide us in making important adjustments to the program.  Please answer the following questions as honestly and completely as possible.  Return this survey to Barbara Adams before the end of spring quarter 2004.

Thank you very much!

1. How did you first learn of the Running Start Program?  (Check only one response)

□
High school counselor


□   Newspaper

□
Friends




□   Brochure/Flyer

□
Parents




□   Orientation

□
College staff



□   Other ____________________

2. What was the main reason you initially chose to participate in the Running Start Program?  (Check the best response only.)

□
To earn an Associate Degree at the same time as my high school diploma.

□
To save money on my college education.

□
To take more challenging classes.

□
To see what college classes are like.

□
To take classes my high school doesn’t offer.

□
To get out of my high school environment.

□
To be with my friends who are participating in Running Start.

□
My parents/family encouraged me to participate.

□
Other ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

3. I have completely met all of my objectives for attending LCC’s Running Start Program.  (Check all that apply).

□
Yes, absolutely.

□
Only partially met due to course/time availability.

□
Only partially met, but will continue the Running Start Program next year.

□
Have not met because 









4. What are some of the barriers that exist that might prevent other students from participating in the Running Start Program?  (Check all that apply).

□
Activities outside of school.



□
Work obligations.

□
Family obligations.

□
LCC’s reputation.

□
College is perceived as being too difficult for some students.

□
My high school doesn’t encourage/support the Running Start Program.

□
Transportation.

□
Fear of missing high school friends and activities.

□
Cost of textbooks.

□
Coordinating high school and college class schedules.

□
Other 









5. Have you experienced any discrimination at LCC for being a Running Start student?

□
No, not at all.





□
Yes, in class from other students.


□
Yes, in class from the instructor.

□
Yes, on campus outside of class.

6. Are you aware of any discrimination of Running Start students occurring at LCC (in class or on campus)?

□
No, not at all.


□
Only one comment.

□
More than one comment.

□
Yes, with some frequency.


Explain: _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________




7. How accurate was the information you received from your high school about the Running Start Program prior to your enrollment?

□
Very accurate.





□
Somewhat accurate.

□
Somewhat inaccurate.




□
Very inaccurate.

8. How accurate was the information you received from Lower Columbia College about the Running Start Program prior to your enrollment?

□
Very accurate.





□
Somewhat accurate.

□
Somewhat accurate.




□
Somewhat inaccurate.

9. What suggestions do you have for improving the advising and class selection process at your high school?  (Check all that apply).

□
I received all of the help I needed to make good class choices from my high school guidance counselor. 

□
Guidance counselors at my high school should be more knowledgeable about the Running Start Program and courses available at LCC.

□
Guidance counselors at my high school should be more knowledgeable about college degree requirements.

□
Guidance counselors at my high school should maintain a better attitude toward the Running Start Program and/or LCC.

□
My high school should allow more time for Running Start students to select their LCC classes.

□
Other 











10. What suggestions do you have for improving the advising/class scheduling processes at LCC?  (Check all that apply).

□
I received all of the help I needed to make good class choices from my LCC advisor.

□
Advisors at LCC should be more knowledgeable about the Running Start Program and courses available at LCC.

□
Advisors at LCC should be more knowledgeable about college degree requirements.

□
Counselors/advisors at LCC should maintain a better attitude toward the Running Start Program and/or LCC.

□
Advisors at LCC should allow more time for Running Start students to select their LCC classes. 
□
Other 











11. LCC’s tutoring services (Check all that apply)

□
I didn’t use tutoring services at LCC.

□
Were open and available when I needed.

□
Were not open and available when I needed.

□
Were very useful and helped me to perform better in class.

□
Were not useful and didn’t help me to perform better in class.

□
Has great tutors who made me feel comfortable.

□
Has less than adequate tutors who didn’t make me feel comfortable.

□
Other 











12. If you had to do it over again, would you participate in the Running Start Program at LCC?

□
Yes, without hesitation.




□
Yes, with some minor adjustments.

□
No, probably not because 








13. If you had the opportunity to change your Running Start experience in any way, what changes would you make?________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

14. Were your courses at LCC more, the same, or less challenging/stimulating than your high school classes?
□
More

   □   Same

□   Less
15. What recommendations and/or advice would you give to new and/or potential Running Start students? ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

16. JUNIORS: What are your educational plans after this year?

□
Return for a second year of Running Start at LCC.

□
Return to high school (don’t plan to take more classes at LCC).

17. SENIORS: What are your educational plans after this year?

□
Continue my college education at LCC.

□
Continue my college education at another college.

□
Go to work.

□
Not sure at this time.

18. If you are a senior and continuing your education at LCC after graduation, would you have attended LCC if you had not participated in the Running Start Program?

□
Yes

□    No

19. How much education does your mother have?  (Check only one response)

□  No high school diploma

□  High school diploma

□  Trade certification

□  Associate degree

□  Bachelor degree


□  Master degree

□  Doctoral degree


□  Other professional degree

20. How much education does your father have?  (Check only one response)

□  No high school diploma

□  High school diploma

□  Trade certification

□  Associate degree

□  Bachelor degree


□  Master degree

□  Doctoral degree


□  Other professional degree

21. Which of the following best describes the current annual income of your household?

□  $0-$12,000



□  $12,001-$20,000



□  $20,001-$27,000

□  $27,001-$35,000


□  $35,001-$50,000



□  $50,001-$75,000

□  $75,001-$100,000


□  $100,001 and over

22. How many people reside in your household? ___________

23. Overall, having attended this college in the Running Start Program, my opinion of LCC  (Check only one response)

□  Is much better than before being in the Running Start Program

□  Is somewhat better than before being in the Running Start Program

□  Hasn’t changed at all from before being in the Running Start Program

□  Is somewhat worse than before being in the Running Start Program

□  Is much worse than before being in the Running Start Program

24. My current grade level is:

□  Junior

□  Senior

25. My high school is __________________________________________________

26. Do you have any general comments about the Running Start Program or LCC?

Thank you very much for taking time to complete this survey!
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